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Leave the Strip’s casinos
to find great restaurants

BY MANUEL MENDOZA

The Dallas Morning News
From chef-driven dining on an
epic scale to 99-cent shrimp cock-
tail — not to mention buffets, buf-
fets, buffets — Las visitors
tend to take their meals in casinos,

especially if they're staying on the
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also stand out. Two of the are
Lotus of Siam and Joe's,

delicious ethnic cui-

A 20-minute drive west of the
Strip, Rosemary's is foodie heaven.
Emeril-trained couple Michael and
Wendy Jordan do wonders with
Southemn-slanted nouvelle Ameri-
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dishes, are even more creative than
the regular menu.
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list, The service is as seamless as at
any of the upscale dining palaces

on the Strip.
For more information about the

restaurant, log on to www.rose-
I L.com.
Some say Lotus of Siam serves
the best Thai food in the country.
You couldn't tell from the trap-
pings, a dive strip mall just east of
Las Vegas Boulevard. The menu
contains curries and other stan-
dard favorites, But Lotus of Siam
specializes in harder-to-find

Thai, which emphasizes
exotic flavors over pure heat.
The bargain lunch buffet ($5.99)
is a great way to sample, even as it
leans more familiar dishes.
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u're not on a budget,
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German Rieslings on the wine list,
some of them quite pricey.
Check it out online at

With just a handful of tables,
Chicago Joe's resides in a cute litile
house on the way from the Strip to
downtown. Checkered tablecloths
and urban signage make fora

uaint setting in this traditional
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spaghetti with your of mari-
nara or mushroom sauce, and
meatballs or sausage. Wash it down
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ampagne tastes, lobster
uhoisavaﬂabtealungwllhalldw
halunfawmes:murasm.
bread lasagna.m
Furmure,bgunm

www.chicagojoesrestaurant.com.



